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Dearest COCA-I Community, 

I hope this letter finds you and your families healthy and taking this opportunity to remain connected to 
your camp family as well.    

In response to this pandemic, COCA-I has facilitated a tremendous amount of programming, including 
Medical Town Halls, Mental Health and Self-Care sessions, Virtual Camp and Virtual Fundraising 
support and more.  We hope all Member Camps are taking advantage of these great opportunities to 
learn and share, as well as to continue strengthening our camp community. 

As an organization, we have an extremely challenging time ahead of us full of questions and 
uncertainties.  In order to make the best informed decisions to guide our organization, we continue to 
follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines, local and state/province 
recommendations, ACA recommendations and many other social media groups. The health and safety of 
our members and camp families will always be our primary focus. 

Given the current climate and potential for additional social distancing guidelines as hotels and travel 
reopen, along with fiduciary responsibilities as an organization and individual member camps, it is with 
great sadness that we announce the COCA-I conference to be held in Houston, Texas, this November, 
will be postponed and rescheduled for 2021.  We will evaluate the potential for a November virtual 
conference as time progresses.  The Board of Directors and Conference Committee agree that following 
the rescheduled 2021 conference in Houston, Texas, our 2022 conference will then be held in Delaware 
(the previously planned site for 2021). We are grateful to Camp Quality USA (Texas) and to Kay’s Kamp 
(Delaware) for their flexibility with this plan as well. 

During this time, please remember that COCA-I is a community, a community in which we can rely on 
one another for support and celebration!  No matter the uncertainty of this time nor the shape and form of 
our programming, some things absolutely remain certain-- the feelings, social interactions, comradery, 
friendships, love and family that we provide our campers and their families will always remain, because 
that is what we do best! 

Please reach out with any questions and concerns, and remember while our boats may be different, we 
will weather the storm together! 

Yours truly, 
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Matthew R. Ruttler         
President    
COCA-I

     Patty Harris 
     Member-At-Large 
    Conference Committee Chair 




